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WATERTOWN COMMISSION ON AGING 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
WATERTOWN TOWN HALL 

FIRST FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
61 ECHO LAKE ROAD, WATERTOWN, CT 

 
Thursday, October 15, 2026 

 
 
I.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Melanie Flaherty, Chair 
 
II. Roll Call 

 
PRESENT: Melanie Flaherty, Chair 
 Debra Desena 
 Alan Mickel 
 Wilbur Hughes, Vice Chair 
 Sally Kuslis 
 Amy Quinnan 
 Andrea Corcoran 
  
                           
ABSENT: Cynthia Blanchard 
 Tracy Dasilva 
  
OTHERS PRESENT: Michael Ganem, Director of Parks and Recreation  

 
III. Public Participation – NONE 
 
IV. Correspondence –  

• Grant award letter from the Thomaston Savings Bank Foundation for 2 
vacuum cleaners to be used at the food pantry. 

• Invitation from the staff at the FASC to participate in the Thanksgiving 
Luncheon on November 20, 2026.   
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V. Approval of Minutes: 
 Thursday, September 17, 2026, Regular Meeting 
 

Motion to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2026, meeting by Al Mickel. 
Seconded by Wilbur Hughes.  
 
Motion to amend the minutes of the August 20, 2026, meeting by Alan Mickel. 
Seconded by Wilbur Hughes.  
 
The motion passed unanimously  
 

 VI.       Reports 
 

A. Chairman – no report    
                  

B. Parks & Recreation Director  
Michael Ganem: 

• Written report is attached to the minutes 
• The director thanked the staff and the volunteers who work at the FASC. 

Special note to the “chef” and the Kayner Tech students 
 

C. Senior Center Coordinator/Municipal Services 
Laura Garay:  

• Provided a written report (attached to the packet) 
 

D. Sub-Committee on Mission Statement 
 
Amy Quinnan reported that she has or will be scheduling meetings with both 
Jeanne Vichioli, Social Services, and Laura Garay, FASC, to learn more about 
their perspectives in “working to identify the community’s priority needs and the 
ways to deliver/meet those priorities.” 
 
The Commission discussed the feasibility of a type of tax relief for qualifying 
seniors. Through the State, there is a circuit breaker program as well as programs 
for veterans.  

 
VII.  Old Business- Alan Mickel stated for the record that the report received from the FASC for 

tonight’s meeting was very well drafted. 
 
VIII. New Business – None  
 
IX. Adjournment -  
 
 Motion: Alan Mickel, seconded by Sally Kuslis to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 

7:05 P.M. 
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             The motion passed unanimously.  
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     ________________________________ 

   Melanie Flaherty, Chair 
     Watertown Commission on Aging 
 
     
Approved: ______________________ 
 Susan King, Clerk 
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